The report contains analysis on the present state, and perspectives for the development of Bulgarian animal husbandry on the eve of the integration with European union.
Following the year 2000 the decline of number of animals goes at a slower rate. During this period poultry is the only animal species that shows around 23% increase. The observed decline of number of animals is accompanied by a decrease of the animal products output. The quantity of cow , s milk in 1990 was 2039.6 thousand tons and in 2000 it fell off to 1368.3 thousand tons, which represents around 56.2%. Similar trends have been observed in the production of sheep and buffalo milk, where the rates of decline is 56.2% and 70.4%, respectively. Goat milk production unlike the milk of the other species doubles during this period.
Following the year 2000 the reduction of milk production is not so sharp as it is in the previous years. The rate of cow , s milk reduction is 4.8%, whereas sheep milk production shows clear signs of enhancement by 18.2%. Goat milk production during this period decreases due to decreased number of the goats.
Meat production after 1990 declines sharply ( Figure 2 ). Meat production in 2000 goes down by 75.1% relative to 1990. The most pronounced decline (by 84.2%) is observed in the production of pig meat. Following the year 2000 meat production tends towards further decline. The decline of meat yield in pigs and small ruminants is more than 2-3 times.
Being an exporter of meat and meat products before1990, Bulgaria has been transformed into an importer of these products after 1990. According to Bulgarian Customs Agency in 2005 Bulgaria has imported 105 thousand tons of meat, often of poor quality and doubtful origin. Besides, the mean productivity declined along with the reduction of the total output of animal products. The mean productivity of different farm animal species is shown in table 2.The data in this table reveal that the mean productivity through the period1990-2000 declines in almost all animals, except for the goats productivity, which is increased by 37.8%. There is a trend towards a slight elevation of the mean productivity of the different farm animal species after the year 2000. The mean productivity in the EU countries increases appreciably throughout the same period. Similar differences in the average milk yield exist between Bulgaria and the former socialist countries (Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia) in spite of the fact that in the early nineties of the last century the average milk yield in Bulgaria is comparable with those in these countries. _____________________________________________________________________________________ The main factors are as follows:
• Incorrect fulfillment of the agrarian reform after 1990.
• Low productivity and competitiveness of the Bulgarian animal husbandry at that time.
• Limited foreign markets, reduced purchasing capacity of the Bulgarian population.
• Low quality of the animal products.
• Withdrawal of the state as a main supporter of the animal husbandry. Similar differences in the average milk yield exist between Bulgaria and the former socialist countries (Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovakia) in spite of the fact that in the early nineties of the last century the average milk yield in Bulgaria is comparable with those in these countries.
Table3. Average milk yield of dairy cows in the EU countries
What are the reasons for the unenviable state of the Bulgarian animal husbandry?
The main factors are as follows:
• Withdrawal of the state as a main supporter of the animal husbandry.
Before 1990 up to 90 % of the land was within the cooperative farms and was managed by agro-industrial complexes. According to a law, passed in 1990, the land had to be restored to the former land owners within real borders. The implementation of this law was accompanied with establishment of liquidation counsels. The main purpose of these counsels was to destroy the production structures of the agro-industrial complexes.
Land was returned back to its owners within real borders regardless of the owners desire and their capacity to cultivate it. Based on data, presented by the Ministry of Agriculture and Forests, the total number of land owners in 2005 amounts to 7.6 million. Around 73.3% of the land holders own small tracts of land (up to 1 hectare) and only 0.1% of the land holders own more than1000 hectares of land. The total number of the farmers in Bulgaria amounts to 665500 in 2003 and 534600 in 2005 with average arable land 4.4 and 5.2 hectares respectively, whereas in Austria, Netherlands and Denmark the average arable land per farm is around 20 hectares.
This fragmentation of the Bulgarian agriculture diminished its effectiveness because of the transition towards extensive agricultural production. As a result of that the average yield of all agricultural crops declined. It is enough to mention that the grain production declined from 8. Besides, due to lots of reasons, many land owners refused to cultivate the land. Around 40% of the arable land became deserted in spite of the excellent climatic conditions for development of agriculture and animal husbandry in Bulgaria.
The agricultural reform had a serious repercussion on the development of the Bulgarian animal husbandry as well. All animals within the agroindustrial complexes were distributed among the owners as a joint stock capital. Most of them had neither desire nor conditions to set about farming. As a result of these circumstances most of the animals were slaughtered. The rest of the animals were raised in small, primitive and inefficient farms. Table 4 shows the distribution of dairy cows according to the dairy farms size. The data in the table reveal that in 2000 95.8% of the dairy farms comprise one or two cows per farm, whereas the dairy farms comprising more than 20 cows per farm is barely 0.05%. A trend towards dairy farms enlargement is observed in 2005. During this period the number of dairy farms comprising more than 20 cows increases appreciably.
Similar trend exists in the field of sheep breeding (table 5) where approximately 88.1% of the sheep farms in the year 2000 comprise 1 to 9 ewes and only 0.11% of the farms comprise more than 100 sheep. The number of sheep farms comprising more than 50 ewes increases in the year 2000. The processes of privatization took place in the field of poultry and pig breeding as well, but the production structures in these fields were preserved.
The small size of the animal farms inflicted serious technological disturbances in the process of animal breeding. The level of feeding of all kinds and categories of animals has worsened . Total export of dairy products export of cheese and yellow cheese _____________________________________________________________________________________
The veterinary services and animal selection were badly affected as well. As a result of the aggravated hygienic conditions around 80% of the produced milk does not meet the European quality standards.
Besides most of the milk manufacturing factories do not meet the EU requirements either. Only 22 out of 345 milk manufacturing factories are licensed to export their milk products to EU countries, and 41 factories are allowed to export their products to third countries. The rest 271 milk manufacturing factories sell their products on the home market. Due to the above mentioned reasons the export of milk and dairy products declined significantly between 1990 and 2002, followed by a slow elevation from that point on. The dynamics of the export of dairy products is illustrated in figure  3 .
The level of export in 2002 has declined almost 3 times as compared to that in 1990. Similar trends have been observed in the export of meat and meat products. The standard of living of the Bulgarian citizens fell sharply after 1990 because of the deteriorated economic conditions. Furthermore, the lower standard of living affected the level of animal products consumption (figure 4). approximately 3 times and the meat consumption is reduced by 55% as compared to 1990. The levels of milk and meat consumption from that time on shows a trend towards gradual increase. The consumption of animal products is far beyond the nutritional requirements for rational feeding.
The lowered purchasing capacity had a negative effect on the animal husbandry development, and the last but not least negative factor was the withdrawal of the Bulgarian state from its financial support for the animal husbandry development.
During the period 1990-2000 the Bulgarian animal husbandry has been left to itself, without any subsidy. The first stimuli for the animal husbandry development have appeared after this period through the state funds Agriculture and SAPARD. State fund Agriculture grants interest free loans mainly to farmers who raise animals for breeding. Besides, subsidies have been provided for export of animal products, establishment of farms and etc.
The data in table 6 illustrate that the rate of the subsidies for meat amounts to 15-18 euro per head for sheep and goat breeding and 35-50 EUR per head for breeding of cows.
The subsidies for import of sheep and heifers from the EU countries amount to 100 and 400 euro per head respectively. Subsidies have also been envisaged for export of cheese, yellow cheese, lamb meat, poultry meat and eggs, within the range of 125-400 EUR per ton.
The SAPARD program covers 50% of the expenses made by the farmers for building of animal farms and processing factories. However the requirements of this program are very high and the big farmers only are able to make use of it.
According to a concluded agreement between Bulgaria and the European union, Bulgaria expects to receive 1. The direct payments will be distributed according to the workable land. The smallest size of the land that is liable to subsidy ranges between 0.5 and 1.0 hectares for perennial plants, vegetables and tobacco respectively. For the rest of the crops the land liable to subsidies must not be less than 1 hectare. The foreseen subsidy is 75 EUR per hectare, and it will be increased gradually starting from 25% in 2006 and reaching to the highest level in 2016, when the subsidy is expected to be equal to that in the EU countries.
The shortcomings of this system is that many of the farmers who raise animals do not have any land and will not get financial support. Probably many of them will either go bankrupt or will not be able to compete on the European market. Another flaw of this system of assistance is that it does not allow stimulation of those branches that have a niche at the European market. This refers to sheep and goat products. Presently there exist 60% shortage of these products in the European countries. Similar market niche have a bearing on the raising of meat breeds.
This assistance should be conducted through the National budget, but presently its capacity is limited. The adoption of subsidies will depend on the fulfillment of the high criteria laid down by the European community concerning such matters like food safety, ecology and humane treatment of the animals. Many of the farmers will not be able to meet these requirements. Besides, the farmers find it difficult to elaborate a proper project.
Because of the of the lower efficiency of animal husbandry during the last 6 years, Bulgaria was granted smaller quotas as compared to the rest countries ( Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary). Bulgarian milk quota is 999 thousand tons of which 722 thousand tons for processing and 257 thousand tons for direct selling. Sheep and goat breeding quota amounts to 2.100 million heads. It is obvious that the obtained quotas do not correspond to the productive possibilities of the Bulgarian animal husbandry.
We should look for alternative perspectives concerning the development of Bulgarian agriculture like export of specific animal products to Russia and the former member countries of the USSR and Arab countries.
Bulgaria has lost its market positions in these countries due to the conjuncture at the beginning of the transition period to market economy. The restoration of the lost market positions requires urgent interference on the part of the Bulgarian state.
Conclusions
• During the period 1990-2000 Bulgarian animal husbandry fell in to a deep crisis, followed by a trend towards revival. The animal husbandry needs an urgent assistance on the part of the Bulgarian state.
• The Bulgarian animal husbandry development within the EU promises to be perspective in the field of sheep breeding, goats breeding, buffaloes breeding, breeding of meat producing cattle and production of high quality animal products through expansion of the organic farming.
• The restoration of the lost foreign market especially in Russia, the former countries of USSR and the Arab countries, by export of 
